
 

SPEAKERS' BRIEF 

ROOTS, TIDES & FUTURES 

Strengthening Ocean Stewardship through Culture, Governance, and 
Ocean Literacy 

An ECOP Africa Dialogue and contribution to the post-Luanda implementation 
momentum and the wider African blue economy agenda 2026 

HOST 

Early Career Ocean Professionals (ECOP Africa) Ocean Literacy Hub 

PLATFORM 

Zoom https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nc8feQTRQjSaLVq4aRdnqg   

DATE 

Friday, 4 September 2026 

TIME 

3:00 PM – 5:20 PM (GMT+1) 

FORMAT 

Virtual Webinar 

 

1. ABOUT THE DIALOGUE 
Roots, Tides & Futures is an ECOP Africa dialogue bringing together early career ocean 
professionals, researchers, policymakers, educators, conservation practitioners, community 
leaders, and young ocean advocates to explore how Africa can strengthen ocean 
stewardship through culture, governance, ocean literacy, and youth action. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nc8feQTRQjSaLVq4aRdnqg


 
The dialogue recognises that Africa's ocean future cannot be addressed through 
conservation alone. It is shaped by the relationship between people and the ocean, cultural 
and Indigenous knowledge, governance systems, education, innovation, livelihoods, and 
opportunities within the blue economy. 

The event will provide a space for participants to exchange knowledge, share practical 
experiences, identify challenges, and explore opportunities for collaboration and action. 

The dialogue is also positioned as an ECOP Africa contribution to the post-Luanda 
implementation momentum and the wider African blue economy agenda in 2026, 
connecting ocean stewardship with broader continental conversations around sustainable 
development, governance, knowledge, innovation, livelihoods, and youth participation. 

2. OBJECTIVES 
The dialogue aims to: 

●​ Explore the relationship between culture, Indigenous knowledge, governance, ocean 
literacy, and ocean stewardship in Africa. 

●​ Highlight practical approaches for translating ocean knowledge into meaningful 
action. 

●​ Examine how stronger ocean governance can contribute to Africa's sustainable blue 
future. 

●​ Showcase innovative approaches to ocean literacy through education, arts, 
storytelling, media, sports, digital platforms, and community engagement. 

●​ Highlight the role of young people and coastal communities in shaping Africa's ocean 
future. 

●​ Create opportunities for knowledge exchange, collaboration, and partnerships. 
●​ Generate practical recommendations that can contribute to wider African ocean and 

blue economy priorities. 

 

3. THEMATIC AREAS 
The dialogue will explore four interconnected areas: 

Culture, Indigenous Knowledge & Community Action 

Exploring how African cultural heritage, Indigenous knowledge systems, traditional practices, 
and community leadership can contribute to stronger ocean stewardship. 

Ocean Literacy Tools for Action 



 
Moving beyond definitions of ocean literacy to examine practical tools that can inspire 
knowledge, engagement, behavioural change, and action. 

These may include: 

●​ Education 
●​ Arts 
●​ Music 
●​ Sports 
●​ Storytelling 
●​ Media 
●​ Digital platforms 
●​ Citizen science 
●​ Community learning 

Ocean Policy & Governance 

Examining the policy, institutional, and governance approaches needed to support 
sustainable and inclusive ocean stewardship across Africa. 

Youth Action 

Exploring how young Africans can move from awareness and participation to meaningful 
leadership, innovation, advocacy, and community action. 

4. SPEAKER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Each thematic speaker will be invited to deliver an approximately 8-minute contribution. 

The presentations should be focused, practical, and connected to the wider African context. 

Speakers may consider: 

●​ What is the key challenge? 
●​ What is currently working? 
●​ What needs to change? 
●​ What opportunities exist? 
●​ What role can different stakeholders play? 
●​ What practical action can follow? 

Speakers are encouraged to use examples from their own work and experience where 
relevant. 

Following the thematic presentations, speakers will also participate in a moderated panel 
discussion and may be invited to respond to insights emerging from the breakout sessions. 



 

5. KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Prof. Fredrick Ogenga 
Chair, Scientific Panel on AI and Peacebuilding 

Prof. Fredrick Ogenga is a Professor of Media and Security Studies and Founding Director 
of the Center for Media, Democracy, Peace & Security at Rongo University, Kenya. He also 
serves as CEO of The Peacemaker Corps Foundation Kenya. 

His work spans media, peacebuilding, digital technologies, information integrity, security, and 
innovative approaches to addressing conflict and strengthening peace across Africa. He has 
held a number of international research fellowships and appointments, including affiliations 
with the Wilson Center, Swisspeace, Boston University, the University of Basel, RWTH 
Aachen University, and the University of Johannesburg. 

Prof. Ogenga brings a multidisciplinary perspective on how knowledge, communication, 
technology, institutions, and society shape Africa's future. 

Suggested keynote focus 

Africa's Ocean Future: Connecting Knowledge, People, Governance and Action 

6. SPEAKER 1 

Rachel Ashegbofe Ikemeh 

Culture, Indigenous Knowledge & Community Action 

Rachel Ashegbofe Ikemeh is an award-winning Nigerian conservationist and Founder and 
Executive Director of the South-West/Niger Delta Forest Project. She has spent more than a 
decade leading grassroots conservation initiatives in southern Nigeria, focusing on 
threatened ecosystems, primates, community-based conservation, and landscape 
governance. 

Rachel has led the establishment and management of protected areas using 
community-based and co-management approaches and has played a significant role in 
conservation efforts involving the critically endangered Niger Delta red colobus monkey. 

Her expertise includes biomonitoring, sustainable development, protected area 
management, policy advocacy, capacity building, landscape governance, and alternative 



 
livelihoods. Her work increasingly connects terrestrial and ocean conservation through 
community-led approaches. 

She has received international recognition including the Whitley Award, National 
Geographic/Buffett Award for Leadership in Conservation, and Rolex Awards. 

7. SPEAKER 2 

Dr. Stephanie Nzeke Waniko 

Ocean Literacy Tools for Action 

Dr. Stephanie Nzeke Waniko is a Development Economist, ocean literacy champion, and 
sustainability leader advancing inclusive conservation and the blue economy across Africa. 

She serves as the Africa Region and Nigerian Coordinator for the UNESCO-IOC Blue 
Schools Global Network, supporting efforts to advance ocean literacy, climate and 
environmental education, and ocean stewardship. 

Her work connects science, policy, education, and community engagement, empowering 
teachers, students, and institutions to translate ocean knowledge into sustainable action. 
She has contributed to capacity-building programmes, policy dialogues, and sustainability 
initiatives involving government institutions, academic partners, civil society organisations, 
and local communities. 

With a PhD in Economics, Dr. Waniko is also an experienced speaker and facilitator who 
focuses on translating complex environmental and development challenges into compelling 
stories and actionable strategies. 

8. SPEAKER 3 

Edwin Mwashinga 

Ocean Policy & Governance 

Edwin Mwashinga is a Program Officer with the Sub-Commission for Africa and the Adjacent 
Island States, where he serves as a focal point for the Ocean Decade in the region. 

He coordinates the African Ocean Decade Taskforce and supports implementation of the 
Ocean Decade Africa Roadmap. His work also includes climate change adaptation in coastal 



 
zones, capacity development, ocean literacy, marine conservation, and sustainable ocean 
management. 

Edwin brings experience at the intersection of ocean science, policy, governance, capacity 
development, and regional cooperation, with a strong focus on advancing inclusive ocean 
action for the benefit of people and the planet. 

9. SPEAKER 4 

Ailars David 

Youth Action 

Ailars David is a Tanzanian marine scientist, certified scuba diver, and ocean conservation 
leader. He is the Founder and Hub Leader of Sustainable Ocean Alliance Tanzania, a 
youth-led organisation mobilising more than 1,100 young ocean leaders and a 2025 UNDP 
Equator Prize-winning organisation. 

He also co-leads ECOP Tanzania and serves as Tanzania Country Coordinator for the WIO 
Early Career Scientists Network. 

Ailars is a Re.Generation Future Leaders Fellow of the Prince Albert II of Monaco 
Foundation, a Z Zurich Foundation One Young World Scholar and Ambassador, and was 
featured among the Planetary Guardians 2025. 

He also serves on the European Union Youth Sounding Board in Tanzania and champions 
youth engagement in the High Seas Treaty and 30x30 agenda. 

His work focuses on youth leadership, ocean governance, marine ecosystem restoration, 
blue economy innovation, and community-led ocean action. 

10. MULTIMEDIA SHOWCASE 

Africa's Ocean Stories 

Forbah Sandra 

Forbah Sandra works at the intersection of environmental education, ocean conservation, 
and community-based learning in coastal Cameroon. 



 
Through BRIDGES and its Ocean Splash programme, she designs and coordinates 
hands-on and creative ocean literacy initiatives for children, using storytelling, art, and 
outdoor exploration to build early stewardship and climate awareness. 

Her work prioritises equitable access to environmental education, particularly in 
under-resourced coastal communities, while supporting long-term coastal resilience and blue 
economy goals. 

She collaborates with schools, NGOs, researchers, and international partners to pilot and 
scale youth-centred conservation models. 

11. OCEAN ACTION LABS 
Following the expert perspectives, participants will move into four thematic breakout rooms. 

The Ocean Action Labs are designed to move the conversation from knowledge and 
discussion towards practical recommendations. 

Each group will work towards: 

3 Key Insights​
 2 Practical Recommendations​
 1 Action or Collaboration Opportunity 

ROOM 1: OCEAN POLICY & GOVERNANCE 

Facilitator: Ceiça Alfredo Chioze 

Ceiça Alfredo Chioze is a Mozambican marine scientist with more than a decade of 
experience in fisheries research, oceanographic research, and fisheries management. 

She previously worked for more than 10 years as a researcher at the former Oceanographic 
Institute of Mozambique and currently serves as a National Project Coordinator at a United 
Nations agency in Mozambique. 

Ceiça holds qualifications in Marine, Aquatic and Coastal Biology, Biodiversity Management 
and Conservation, and a Master of Science in Biological Oceanography from Nelson 
Mandela University. 

She is the Southern African Sub-Regional Coordinator for ECOP Africa and has held 
leadership roles within the Western Indian Ocean Early Career Scientists Network and 
Women in Marine Sciences network. 

Guiding Question 



 
What policy and governance changes are needed to strengthen sustainable 
ocean stewardship across Africa? 

ROOM 2: CULTURE, INDIGENOUS 
KNOWLEDGE & COMMUNITY ACTION 
Facilitator: Ewube Kelly Egbe 

Ewube Kelly Egbe is a multidisciplinary young professional with a background spanning 
Geography, Policy Studies, Water, Climate, Ocean Sciences, Environment, and Human 
Development. 

Her interests include waste and water management, circular economy, systems thinking, 
sustainability transitions, community management, advocacy, carbon credit innovations, 
smart agricultural technologies, WASH adaptation, and environmental analysis. 

Her work connects environmental sustainability, community engagement, policy, and 
practical approaches to sustainable development. 

Guiding Question 

How can African Indigenous knowledge, cultural practices, and community 
leadership contribute more meaningfully to ocean stewardship? 

ROOM 3: OCEAN LITERACY TOOLS FOR 
ACTION 
Facilitators: Forbah Sandra & Gerson Gonca 

Forbah Sandra 

Forbah works at the intersection of environmental education, ocean conservation, and 
community-based learning in coastal Cameroon. Through BRIDGES and Ocean Splash, she 
develops creative ocean literacy initiatives using storytelling, art, and outdoor exploration. 

Gerson Gonca 

Gerson Gonca is an Aquaculture Engineer, conservation practitioner, and ocean advocate 
from Mozambique. His work focuses on marine and coastal conservation, sustainable 
fisheries and aquaculture, ocean literacy, blue economy, youth engagement, and 
community-based natural resource management. 



 
He is an Ocean Literacy Intern at the ECOP Africa Ocean Literacy Hub and Founder and 
Coordinator of the Youth for Ocean Justice and Conservation project in Pemba, Cabo 
Delgado. 

Gerson is also an IOI-SA Ocean Governance Alumni and works to empower young people 
and communities to turn ocean knowledge into meaningful action. 

Guiding Question 

Which approaches can make ocean literacy more engaging, accessible, and 
influential across African communities? 

Participants may explore education, sports, arts, music, media, storytelling, digital platforms, 
citizen science, and community learning. 

ROOM 4: YOUTH ACTION 
Facilitator: Paul Ayomide Eweola 

Paul Ayomide Eweola is a marine scientist and ocean leader from Nigeria currently 
completing an Erasmus Mundus Joint Master's Degree in Marine Environment and 
Resources. 

He has led and managed more than 50 projects across over 40 communities in more than 
20 states in Nigeria, reaching more than 30,000 young people through climate literacy 
initiatives. 

His work focuses on youth empowerment, climate literacy, coastal resilience, and 
strengthening community capacity to respond to climate and environmental challenges. 

Paul is a National Geographic Society Explorer, alumnus of the World Ocean Day Youth 
Advisory Council, a National Youth Spotlight Awardee, and a fellow of the Global 
Climate-Resilient Fisheries Fellowship. 

Guiding Question 

What opportunities, structures, and partnerships are needed for young Africans 
to move from ocean awareness to meaningful ocean action? 

 

12. MODERATED PANEL DISCUSSION 



 

Beyond Dialogue: From Insights to Action 
Following the Ocean Action Labs, participants will return to the main session for a 
moderated panel discussion. 

The discussion will connect the insights from the four breakout rooms with the perspectives 
shared by the speakers. 

The moderators may explore: 

●​ What did we hear? 
●​ What are the most urgent priorities? 
●​ What solutions already exist? 
●​ What needs to change? 
●​ Where are the opportunities for collaboration? 
●​ What role can ECOP Africa and its partners play? 
●​ How can today's dialogue contribute to Africa's wider blue economy agenda? 

13. MODERATORS 

Sophia Laarissa 
Sophia Laarissa is a PhD candidate in Law of the Sea and Investment Law at Cadi. Her 
work focuses on ocean governance, international legal frameworks, and investment-related 
challenges in maritime spaces. 

She is a member expert of the IOC Africa and Adjacent Island States Task Force and a 
member of the African Network for Deep-Water Researchers. She also leads the Morocco 
Ocean Climate Innovation Hub. 

Promise Chris Nwachukwu 
Promise Chris Nwachukwu is an environmentalist, social scientist, and data analyst 
dedicated to advancing environmental sustainability and ocean literacy. 

He is the Founder of Green Promise Initiative International, a nonprofit organisation focused 
on environmental education, advocacy, and community engagement. 

At the ECOP Africa Ocean Literacy Hub, he works with partners across Africa to promote 
ocean literacy, capacity building, and youth engagement in ocean science and sustainability. 



 

14. ABC-SEA PROJECT INTRODUCTION 
The programme will conclude its substantive sessions with a brief introduction to the 
ABC-SEA Project. 

The presentation will introduce: 

●​ The rationale behind the initiative. 
●​ Its vision and objectives. 
●​ Its relevance to ocean literacy and stewardship in Africa. 
●​ Current and planned activities. 
●​ Opportunities for participation and collaboration. 

The session will provide a pathway for participants who wish to remain engaged beyond the 
webinar. 

15. EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM 
SPEAKERS 
We kindly ask each speaker to: 

1.​ Prepare an approximately 8-minute contribution. 
2.​ Focus on practical insights rather than a lengthy presentation. 
3.​ Connect their contribution to the broader African context. 
4.​ Share relevant experiences, examples, challenges, or opportunities. 
5.​ Participate in the moderated panel discussion. 
6.​ Where possible, respond to questions and reflections from participants. 
7.​ Keep the contribution accessible to participants from different professional and 

disciplinary backgrounds. 

The intention is not simply to describe the challenges facing Africa's oceans, but to help 
participants consider: 

What can we do? Who needs to be involved? And how can we move from 
knowledge and dialogue towards action? 

16. PARTNERS 
The dialogue is supported and/or connected with the following partner organisations: 

●​ MyZalu Organization 



 
●​ Green Promise Initiative International 
●​ The Peacemaker Corps Foundation Kenya (PCFK) 
●​ Stimme der Meere — Germany 
●​ Nam Lolwe S2S Epistemic Cooperation I-Hub — Kisumu 

17. PROGRAMME FLOW 
Time Session 

3:00–3:05 PM Welcome, Housekeeping & Introduction 

3:05–3:12 PM Opening Remarks 

3:12–3:22 PM Keynote Address 

3:22–3:27 PM Multimedia Showcase: Africa's Ocean Stories 

3:27–3:35 PM Culture, Indigenous Knowledge & Community Action 

3:35–3:43 PM Ocean Literacy Tools for Action 

3:43–3:51 PM Ocean Policy & Governance 

3:51–3:59 PM Youth Action 

3:59–4:02 PM Transition to Ocean Action Labs 

4:02–4:22 PM Ocean Action Labs: Breakout Discussions 

4:22–4:34 PM Rapporteurs' Feedback 

4:34–4:54 PM Moderated Panel: Beyond Dialogue: From Insights to Action 

4:54–5:06 PM Audience Q&A & Reflections 

5:06–5:14 PM ABC-SEA Project Introduction 

5:14–5:20 PM Closing Remarks, Announcements & Next Steps 
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